
 

 
 

 

Minutes of a Session of the Synod of Bishops  

of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad 
Synod Office 

1 Mikhaylovskaya Square, Odessa 

(10\23 –11\24 October 2012) 

  



Minutes Day I 

  

SESSION OF THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS  

OF THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH ABROAD 
  

The session of the Synod of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad took place on October 

10\23, 2012, in the Synod Office in Odessa. 

 

Attendees:  the Most Reverend Agafangel, Metropolitan of Eastern-America and New York, Chairman 

of the ROCA Synod of Bishops; the Right Reverend Sofroniy, Archbishop of St. Petersburg and Northern 

Russia; the Right Reverend Georgiy, Archbishop of Kishinev and Moldova and Secretary of the Synod of 

Bishops; the Right Reverend Afanasiy, Bishop ofVologodsk and Velikoustyuzhsk; and the Right Reverend 

Gregory, Bishop of Sao Paulo and Southern America and Deputy Chairman of the ROCA Synod of Bishops. 

 

The session of the Synod began at 10:50 AM with the prayer “O Heavenly King…” 

  

The Chairman read the agenda. 

Resolved: To approve the following agenda: 

 

1. A report from the Synod Chairman. 

2. Reports from all attending bishops. 

3. Fund gathering for the Synod Residence. 

4. The proposed publishing of a Service Book. 

5. Mass media outlets for the ROCA. 

6. Organizing events in our Church. 

7. Discussion on sergianism. 

8. Other. 

  

1. Discussed: The report of the Synod Chairman. 

The Chairman reports the overall condition of the Church since the last session of the Synod is  

stable and normal.  A certain kind of lull has emerged.  No one from the other jurisdictions has joined us, but by 

the grace of God, there have not been any significant problems.  There have been several requests to join our 

jurisdiction.  The Chairman explains his idea of how individuals from other jurisdictions can be brought into our 

Church; it would be preferable if priests would be accepted with their flocks.  The parish members should draft 

their request to join the Church Abroad at a parish meeting and that the priest should be designated as their 

rector.  Priests without flocks have approached us, but it is difficult to find a place for them to serve.  The 

Chairman discusses the current state of affairs in the Holy Land.  In Odessa, the diocesan church center is still 

being built, but not as quickly as desired.  All is well in the diocese.  There is no extraordinary harassment of 

our churches in Ukraine, other than in Malin where representatives of the MP along with local officials are 

trying to seize our church without any legal basis.  Lately in the Ukraine, the governmental bodies now consider 

the MP’s charter when considering whether a church can make any changes or join a different jurisdiction and 

require the approval of the ruling bishop.  The illegality of this is apparent, but in practice it is difficult to fight 

such violations of the law.  One can only rely on rulings by international courts.  The Chairman reports on our 

priests in Udmurtia and the difficulties they face in trying to organize a meeting in Moscow of the ROCA 

parishes.  The MP continues to hamper the ruling of the French court in Cannes and refuses to vacate the church 

which was previously illegally seized.  As a compromise, the local court official has proposed to take turns 

serving in the church.  The Chairman will visit France in December to personally look into the matter.  New 

antimens need to be consecrated.  The bishops discuss the various details of the appearance and composition of 

the antimens.    Regarding the re-registration of groups in Kazakhstan, the bishops discuss how the Apostille 

should read. 

Resolved:  To accept the Chairman’s report. 



 

 

2. Discussed: Reports from the attending bishops. 

 

Archbishop Sofroniy reports all is well in his diocese.  Unfortunately, Hegumen Iov of the Theophany 

Monastery left and joined an uncanonical jurisdiction.  On the other hand, things are going quite well at the 

parish in the village of Dudachkino, where Archbishop Sofroniy served on Protection.  There were almost 200 

communicants and more faithful keep attending.  There are services every day whenever possible, but they still 

face legal problems with the local authorities.  A new building intended only for the monks is being built at the 

monastery.  It will be across the road from the other structures.  Archbishop Sofroniy visits his parishes as often 

as he can. 

The Chairman asks about a moleben by Fr. Aleksandr Smirnov in St. Petersburg which was held in 

Russian with political overtones.  He offers his opinion that such matters should be avoided and should not be 

publicized on the Internet. 

Resolved: To accept Archbishop Sofroniy’s report. 

 

Archbishop Georgiy reports the church to be used in the winter has been consecrated and construction 

at the Resurrection monastery in his diocese has almost been completed.  He reports services at the monastery 

are well-attended.  Similar progress is being made in Kishinev, where as a result of the bishop’s efforts, a 

religious group of 16 members has been formed.  Other parishes are also being planned.  All is well in his 

diocese. 

Resolved: To accept Archbishop Georgiy’s report. 

 

Bishop Gregory reports all is well in South America.  He discusses the court case involving the church 

in Argentina where Archpriest Vladimir Shlenev is the rector.  Having lost the initial court case, it is now under 

appeal and the process continues.  Bishop Gregory also discusses the proposed ordination of a Serb, Stefan 

Ivanovic, in Argentina. 

Continuing, Bishop Gregory says clergy from uncanonical jurisdictions as well as the so-called “World 

Orthodoxy” have asked to be accepted.  A discussion follows and the bishops affirm the traditional ROCA 

practice of accepting clergy in their current rank, but only after repenting. 

Bishop Gregory discusses the youth in his diocese.  They have enough to be altar attendants, but not 

enough for choirs.  Archpriest Vladimir Petrenko provides instruction in singing and reading at the kliros for the 

younger generation.  A youth conference is planned for November 15 and almost 70 individuals have already 

registered.  Unfortunately, Archpriest Vladimir Shlenev cannot attend due to his health.  Preparations are being 

made for the ordination of Deacons Eugene and John into the priesthood. 

The Chairman stresses the need for finding someone to help Archpriest Vladimir Shlenev, since he 

serves several parishes as well as some in Uruguay.   

Bishop Gregory provides information and his opinion on the matter.  Most importantly, the faithful need 

to continue to be served by clergy. 

Resolved:  To accept Bishop Gregory’s report. 

  

Bishop Afanasiy reports on his diocese.  The church at the convent in Vologda is still being built.  The  

parish of the Church of Holy Great Martyr St. George the Victory-Bearer in the area near the border of the 

Vologodsk and Kostroma oblasts along with their rector who has been a priest in the MP for 35 years have 

joined us.  In general, there are more faithful in the diocese, they need priests.  They would like them, whenever 

possible, to come from their own ranks first.  A deacon has been ordained and another one is planned, but it 

takes time.  All is well in general. 

Resolved:  To accept Bishop Afanasiy’s report. 

 

 14:15 – Lunch 

 The session resumed at 15:40.  

  



3.  The Chairman reports he is happy that funds for the Synod residence continue to come in, though  

not as quickly as would be hoped.  A new development is a group in Brooklyn which was created with the 

blessing of the Chairman and named after the Myrrh Bearers.  They will also gather funds for the Residence, 

which will also include a chapel.  This will provide a church for our faithful in Brooklyn.  At a joint session of 

the Eastern-American & New York and Syracuse & Nikolskiy dioceses, it was decided that every parish in both 

dioceses will donate $100 to the Residence Fund every month.  This decision should be replicated everywhere 

else.  The listing of the donations is available on the Synod website. 

 

 

4. Discussed:  The Chairman discusses the publishing of a Service Book. 

The bishops discuss various parts of the Service Book, for example the joint prayers of the priest and  

deacon at the beginning of the liturgy, the prayers read during the Cherubic Hymn and the opening of the Royal 

Gates, the blessing of the Holy Gifts and various aspects of hierarchical services. 

Resolved:  To continue working on the Service Book and discuss it further at the next Synod session. 

 

 

5.  Discussed: The Chairman discusses media outlets for the ROCA. 

The Chairman states that efforts to publicize the persecution of our parish in Malin revealed that we do 

not have access to media sources.  Our print materials and Internet sites are not read by many and trying to get 

our information released in mass media is not welcomed or even understood.  We have a Synod website, but it 

does not have enough information.  All the ruling bishops should make an effort to pass along information on 

life and events in their dioceses; photos, video, anything small or large, but on a routine basis.  To overcome 

this information block, the Chairman considered it necessary to create another website “Internet-Sobor” with a 

broader range of information.  It is important to attract as many people as possible to help with this effort in 

order to have new and fresh information.  If possible it would help to employ someone to constantly maintain 

the site.  As regards a seminary in North America, the Chairman suggests giving Mother Agapia a blessing to 

develop such a project to be based at the St. Nicholas Convent.  For example, it may be possible to hold 

seminary courses at the convent twice a year. 

 Resolved:  To ask the ruling bishops to develop websites for their dioceses.  To help develop the general 

website “Internet-Sobor” and regularly publish news items, sermons, photos and videos. 

 

  

6. Discussed: Organizing events in our Church.  

By the grace of God, youth summer camps are held in Russia (the Izhevsk priests had almost 200  

people, the Vologodsk diocese had around 40),  a youth conference is planned in South America, Mother 

Agapia has various events at her convent, there are choral conferences in the Odessa diocese as well as 

theological conferences.  It is critical to continue to hold such events and others as well to broaden our 

community.  Unfortunately, there are few people who can lead such initiatives. 

 Archbishop Sofroniy suggests encouraging such people by issuing special gramotas by the Synod. 

 The bishops discuss the topic and how gramotas can be prepared. 

 

The first day of the session concluded at 18:05 with the prayer “It is Truly Meet…” 

 

 



Minutes Day II 

  

SESSION OF THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS  

OF THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH ABROAD 
  

Second day of the session, October 11\24, 2012. 

  
The session of the Synod began at 11:05 AM with the prayer “O Heavenly King…” 

 

The minutes of the previous day are reviewed and corrected as needed. 

  

7. Discussion on sergianism. 

The Chairman presents the text of the anathema to the attending bishops: 

“To those that call the godless authority of antichrist blessed rather than a trial alllowed by God, to those  

that subjugated the Holy Church to that authority in order to preserve an external structure, to those that scorned 

God's commandments, the holy canons, patristic tradition and the sobornost of the Church, to those that denied 

the Holy martyrs and confessors of Christ and blasphemed their holy struggle and gave them over to their 

tormentors, to those that justify this mentality and these actions, akin to those of Judas, as a "special wisdom" 

for the sake of the "salvation of the Church"; to give in to the temptation prepared by the Antichrist to revere the 

leaders as being sent from God, to the sergianists, the new renovationists—Anathema.” 

Since varying opinions have emerged in the Church on the subject, the Chairman proposes allowing  

each ruling bishop to decide whether to include or not include the anathema in the Triumph of Orthodoxy 

service in their diocese. 

 Bishop Gregory believes it would be better if the practice would be uniform. 

 The Chairman offers that uniformity would be expressed by the Synod approving the text. 

 Archbishop Sofroniy believes such a decision is beyond the authority of this Synod.  It can discuss the 

text, but not approve it and cannot decide conclusively whether to implement it or not. 

Bishop Afanasiy reads a section of Met. Philaret’s letter to Fr. Victor Potapov where he wrote, “the 

Soviet false-Church was anathematized twice; first by Patriarch Tikhon and then by the Catacomb Church. 

Archbishop Georgiy has discussed the matter with his priests.  They do not oppose the approval of this  

Anathema, but more importantly, they desire to preserve the practice of accepting MP clergy in their current 

rank after repenting. 

 After a lengthy discussion, 

Resolved:  To accept the text of the Anathema against sergianism as the accepted version until it is 

approved by the Council of Bishops.  To allow each ruling bishop to decide whether to include or not include 

the anathema in the Triumph of Orthodoxy service.  A final decision will be made at the next Council of 

Bishops. 

 

8. Other. 

The Chairman presents the information provided by Bishop Nikon.  A former cleric in his diocese, Fr.  

Sergey Chulkov, was accepted by the RTOC only after being ordained again. 

 Resolved:  That the re-ordination of Fr. Sergey Chulkov by the RTOC is an indication of the danger of 

the jurisdiction led by Archbishop Tikhon (Pasechnik) truly becoming a sect and thinking like one.  For the 

RTOC episcopate to justify this by saying we did not recognize Bishop Akakios’ ordination for the Serbian 

TOC is baseless, as we have accepted clergy from the RTOC all along in their current rank after repenting. 

  
At the request of the Chairman, Archbishop Sofroniy reads three letters received by the Synod and 

the Metropolitan asking to bar a parishioner of the Moscow parish from communion.  The letters were from the 

parishioner himself V. K. Demin, from ROCA parishioners in Samara and from parishioners of the Moscow 

parish. 



After discussing the matter, the bishops agree this cannot be decided by the Synod, but by the ruling 

bishop and the diocesan spiritual court. 

The Chairman does ask the Synod to allow the Theological Committee to review arguments and 

opinions presented by V.K. Demin.  Until the Committee makes a final determination and the Synod makes 

their decision, the Chairman will allow Demin’s spiritual father to decide for now if he can or cannot take 

communion. 

Resolved:  To accept the Chairman’s decision on the matter.  Since similar views are held by other 

members of the Church, allow the Theological Committee to look into the matter. 

 

The Chairman adds that while in Canada and after discussing the matter with other members of the 

Synod, it was decided to elevate Fr. Georgiy Sachewskiy to archpriest.  He asks that this decision be approved. 

Resolved:  To approve the elevation of Fr. Georgiy Sachewskiy to archpriest.   

Archbishop Georgiy submits requests to 

- award Hieromonk Nikolay (Zavyalov) a gold cross 

- award Hieromonk Damian (Vosian) a gold cross 

Resolved: To award  

- Hieromonk Nikolay (Zavyalov) a gold cross 

- Hieromonk Damian (Vosian) a gold cross 

 

The Chairman presented the financial report. 

Resolved: To accept the financial report. 

  
Discussed when and where to hold the next session of the Synod of Bishops. 

Resolved: To hold the next session of the ROCA Synod of Bishops at the Synod Office in Odessa on 

May 15\28 – 17\30, 2013. 

 

 The session concluded at 14:05 with the prayer “It is Truly Meet…” 

 

Chairman of the Synod of Bishops: 

+ Metropolitan Agafangel 

           

 Members of the Synod of Bishops: 

 + Archbishop Sofroniy 

 + Archbishop Georgiy 

+ Bishop Afanasiy 

+ Bishop Gregory 

  

 


